HEALTH AND HEALING IN THE GREAT STATE

some effort on the part of the citizen benefited, while
the increased efficiency of body and of mind which
result lead in their turn to increased capacity for
further effort.

It is those well-meant but misguided social efforts
to ameliorate the conditions of life among the poor
and the sick which do not include the recognition
of the fundamental necessity for some responsive
effort on the part of the persons benefited, that
cause demoralisation of character. The provision of
healthier surroundings and opportunities for the ex-
ercise of higher capacities does not fall within this
category. Let no one suppose that the provision
of a healthier and better environment will bring
about a less worthy type of citizen.

But there will also be objections on the part of
Medical Men. One of the difficulties in the way of
reconciling the Medical Profession, to the idea of a
National Health Service is the suspicion and dis-
like with which individual medical men regard all
forms of contract service and payment per capita,
or by salary for whole or part time service. This
suspicion and dislike arises largely from past ex-
perience of this kind of service at the hand.s of the
Friendly Societies and Clubs under the old regime
of unrestricted competition. When we inquire into
the evolution of these different methods of remunera-
tion we find that payment by individual patients for
individual services rendered is as a rule found in less
progressive communities than payment per capita
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